GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

was ceded to the Mahrattas in 1760 with a tract of
country yielding sixty lakhs of rupees a year, and has
now become by conquest the property of the British
from the Peishwa. Beejapoor seems to have been
one 'of the largest and finest cities in India under the
Adil Shahee dynasty which reigned there, and the ruins
of it are still very striking. The cupola on the tomb
of one of the kings is only ten feet less in diameter
than the cupola of St. Peter's. Sir James Mackintosh, who
visited Beejapoor in 1808, called it the Palmyra of the
Deccan. Ahrnedmigger was surrendered to the Mahrattas
by the treachery of the EQladar in 1759. This also now
belongs to the British.

Golconda is a place of considerable antiquity. Before
the building of Hyderabad it was the seat of government
under the Kootub Shahee kings, and it has ever since
been considered as the barrier of the capital. It is about
six miles west of Hyderabad on the high road leading to
Poona. The inner fort, which is on a hill about 250 feet
high, is now entirely abandoned, and appears to have no
strength, either natural or artificial. The outer fort is on
the plain. It is about six miles in circumference, and
consists of a single wall flanked by bastions. The rampart
of the wall is very narrow. There are altogether eighty-
four bastions, on the largest of which there are^two^or
three guns, a^lSTTE^ smaUej^only one. The ditch is
seldom deep or wi3E ItTIiTtfouble on a part of the south
face and single everywhere else. There is a glacis. The
fort is by no means strong, and with European troops
might probably be taken by escalade. There are still
remains of two stone barriers on the high road to the
westward, within two miles of the walls. The garrison
consists nominally of 1200 men, but there axe not probably
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